
Le Tao, violinist and Associate Professor of Violin at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music.

Le Tao has claimed top honors in competitions across China and abroad, among them the Gold 
Medal at the 2001 Calgary Concerto Competition (Canada), the Gold Medal at the 2003 Chinese 
Golden Bell Award for Music National Violin Competition, and First Prize at the inaugural Dayang 
Culture Chamber Music Competition of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 2005.

While still a student, he held the post of concertmaster for the orchestra of the Music Middle 
School Affiliated to the Shanghai Conservatory, and later for the Shanghai Conservatory of Music 
Youth Symphony Orchestra. Upon graduating in 2006, he joined the Shanghai Opera House 
Symphony Orchestra as concertmaster, holding the position for nearly ten years. At the time, he 
was the youngest professional orchestra concertmaster in China.

His career soon extended beyond performance: in 2008 he was elected Vice President of the 
Shanghai Violin Professional Committee of the Chinese Musicians Association; in 2011 he served 
on the jury of the CCTV Piano and Violin Competition; and in 2013 his RococoPiano Trio took 
home the Golden Bell Award at the 9thChinese Golden Bell Award for Music Competition for 
Piano and String Chamber Music. He was recognized as an Outstanding Teacher at the 2014 
Hong Kong International String Open Competition, and in 2015 became a member of the 
Shanghai Youth Federation of Literary and Art.

In 2017 Le Tao joined the faculty of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, teaching violin at its 
Affiliated Music Middle School. Between 2018 and 2020 he earned the Outstanding Talent Mentor 
Award at the 8th Hong Kong International Violin Competition, and in 2021 he was named Guest 
Concertmaster of the Shanghai Philharmonic Orchestra. A notable honor came in 2022, when—
authorized by the United Nations World Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection Foundation and 
endorsed unanimously by leading international cultural bodies, he was designated an 
“International Peace Artist.”

In 2023 he received the Best Teacher Award at the Vienna Arnold Rosé International Violin 
Competition. In recent years Tao Le has devoted ever more energy to teaching and mentoring 
young violinists. Yet he remains an active soloist, having performed with many overseas 
orchestras as well as virtually every major ensemble in China—among them the Munich 
Philharmonic (Germany), NEC Philharmonic (Canada), Kuopio Symphony Orchestra (Finland), 
Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, China Philharmonic Orchestra, Shenzhen Symphony Orchestra, 
Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra, and the Central Conservatory of Music Symphony Orchestra. 
Following his Golden Bell Award win, he was invited to appear at the Shanghai Symphony 
Orchestra’s 125th-anniversary gala, and he frequently appears as guest concertmaster with 
distinguished orchestras.

Western critics have called Le Tao “a truly thrilling violinist.” After one of his solo recitals, the 
Finnish press praised his playing as “grand and majestic, yet never losing its refinement.”


